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Dear students,

Welcome to the University of Parma. 
This Brief Guide is a useful tool which
provides you with the main information regarding the course catalogue, 
the services and facilities of our University, in order to guide you du-
ring the first steps of your new academic path. Inside this booklet, you 
will find the list of degree and post-graduate courses, the addresses, 
the contacts and essential descriptions of what the University of Parma 
offers you to enrich your study and life experience: online services, a 
website and social networks, libraries, laboratories, top-level research, 
exchange programmes with foreign countries, support for disabled stu-
dents, language courses, sports facilities and much more. 

The University of Parma, which boasts a thousand years of history, has 
now more than 22,000 students and 1,800 professors, researchers and 
administrative staff. Its rich course catalogue is made up of 38 First 
Cycle Degree Courses, 38 Second Cycle Degree Courses, 6 Single Cycle 
Degree Courses organized into 18 Departments. In the city centre you 
can find the Departments of the areas of Arts and Humanities, Eco-
nomics, Law and Political Sciences, Medicine and Surgery and Vete-
rinary Science. The other scientific Departments (areas of: Food and 
Agriculture; Pharmacy; Engineering and Architecture; Mathematical, 
Physical and Natural Sciences) are located in the University Campus, a 
77-hectare area in the southern side of the city which also hosts a brand
new Technopole and cutting-edge sports facilities for all students.
In addition, Parma is a very nice human-scale city, where life is ple-
asant and inhabitants are friendly and welcoming: it is not by chance
that more than half of our students comes from other Italian provinces,
and, consequently, our University is ranked among the top ones for the
number of non-resident students.
Welcome, research, attention and innovation: they are the key ingre-
dients to fully accomplish our mission, that is to grant you a comple-
te and authentic experience of personal, intellectual and professional
growth. You are, indeed, the centre of all our activities, the heart of one
of the most important European Universities, which still preserves its
ancient prestige while projecting itself into a promising future.

A really warm welcome to all of you.
The Rector

Loris Borghi
indexhome
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IN EUROPE
FOR A 
THOUSAND 
YEARS

FROM PARMA TO LEADING 
POSITIONS  

According to the historian Ernest 
Dümmler, Parma has been a 
“celebrated seat of learning” 
since the 11th century, attracting 
students from countries beyond 
the Alps. Sinibaldo dei Fieschi and 
Simone de Brion studied in Parma 
before becoming, respectively, 
Pope Innocent IV and Pope Martin 
IV. In the 16th century the House 
of Farnese founded in Parma one 
of the most prestigious University 
colleges ever seen in Italy. In the 
18th century Parma welcomed 
some distinguished scholars 
like the Illuminist philosopher 
Condillac, while in the early 19th 
century its popularity was so 
high that Napoleon extended its 
jurisdiction as far as Alessandria.

UP-TO-DATE STRUCTURES 
AND SERVICES

The University of Parma has been 
able to maintain its vitality for a 
thousand years thanks to its key 
capacity of constantly keeping 
up with the times. Nowadays, 
the results of such success are 
evident in every department, 
through its links with the world of 
work, its technological facilities 
and its excellent research 
activities. Moreover, there is a 
continuous effort towards the 
improvement of services to ease 
students’academic life, to make 
their educational background 
more effective and to simplify 
their access to working careers. 
Every year a new and better 
solution is found.

RENOWNED SINCE THE AGE 
OF CHARLEMAGNE 

It was right in Parma, in 781 A.D., 
where Charlemagne and the 
monk Alcuin of York met to lay 
the foundations for the rebirth 
of the Palatine School: this was 
the first important citation of the 
cultural vocation of the city and 
its higher education activities.
With an imperial decree dated 
13th March 962 AD, Emperor 
Otto I conferred on Uberto, the 
Bishop of Parma, the initiation 
of the University in the ‘Diploma’ 
- a document which granted the 
Bishop the power to order and 
elect legal leaders, allowing 
them to exert their authority 
throughout the Empire. 

SIGNIFICANT FOR GREAT 
PERSONALITIES   

A number of important profes-
sors and students chose to study 
in Parma as far back as the 11th 

and 12th centuries; to name but a 
few, the theologian San Pier Da-
miani or the monk Donizone, who 
praised the high school of Parma 
in its “Vita comitissae Mathil-
dis”(1115): “Parma leads the way 
in grammar […] the seven arts 
are taught with passion”.
The prestige of Parma further 
lasted for the following centur-
ies: even the famous poet Pe-
trarch sent his son to study there.
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RESEARCH
The University of Parma boasts top-level scientific 
research: outstanding results of research teams, 
articles on the main international scientific journals 
and a number of successful partnerships with other 
important universities are just some examples of such 
high quality.
Our research teams excel in a number of fields: from 
food and agriculture to biotechnologies, from innovative 
treatment to experimental medicine, not to mention 
law, economics and arts.
Among our greatest discoveries, we must not forget the 
“mirror neurons” by the Department of Neuroscience 
and our research in Information Engineering concerning 
Intelligent Transportation Systems, which has led to 
the creation of Intelligent Vehicles. 

The University of Parma also features a leading 
TechnoPole for industrial research, which includes six 
cutting-edge research centres operating in different 
industrial sectors.
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A LOVELY 
PLACE TO LIVE
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A FRIENDLY CITY 
FOR MODERN LIVING 

Busy but not chaotic, tidy 
but not boring, Parma is 
a perfect combination of 
beauty and efficiency: a 
pleasant medium-sized city 
of about 189.833 inhabitants 
where riding a bicycle 
is the ideal way to move 
around. The neighbouring 
countryside is peaceful and 
unpolluted, enclosed by 
the fascinating Po valley to 
the north and the woods of 
the Apennines to the south. 
The Ligurian sea is also an 
hour away by car. The high 
quality of living in Parma 
is immediately perceivable 
and the University perfectly 
takes part in this favourable 
mix of florid economic activi-
ties, especially the remarka-
ble food industry and the 
typical pleasure for life of the
inhabitants of Emilia Romagna.

From 2003, Parma is also the 
location of the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA).

Moreover, in December 2015, 
Parma obtained the UNESCO 
label of “Creative City of 
Gastronomy”.

SO MUCH TO SEE, 
TO DO, TO DISCOVER 

Parma offers a wide range of 
cultural and entertainment 
opportunities all year round: 
about twenty theatres 
and cinemas, exhibitions, 
museums and art galleries 
where you can admire the 
masterpieces of the local 
painters Correggio and 
Parmigianino and a worldwide 
famous opera house, the 
Teatro Regio. Music has a 
leading role in the city, with 
the Verdi opera festival or 
the international jazz music 
festival, rock concerts and 
performances in the modern 
Paganini Auditorium designed 
by the well-known architect 
Renzo Piano. Great importance 
is given to performing arts 
as well, with an international 
theatre festival. Just choose 
one of the events Parma offers 
throughout the year and you 
will realize that cultural life 
here never stops. 
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ORGANIZATION
THE RECTOR
The Rector represents the 
University and supervises all its 
activities. He/she is elected every 
six years, convening and presiding 
over the Academic Senate and 
the Board of Administration.

THE VICE-RECTOR 
The Vice-Rector is designated by 
the Rector to replace him when 
absent or unable to preside.

THE ACADEMIC SENATE
This body draws up the 
fundamental guidelines through 
which the University develops 
its teaching and research 
activities and student services. 
It is composed of the Rector, 
the 18 Department Directors, 
5 student representatives, 3 
staff representatives, 6 faculty 
members representatives.

THE BOARD OF 
ADMINISTRATION
This body, according to the 
guidelines issued by the 
Academic Senate, supervises 
and deliberates on general 
administration, financial affairs 
and property management of the 
University. It is composed of the 

Rector, 2 external members, 4 
representatives of the academic 
staff, 2 student representatives 
and 1 staff representative.

THE GENERAL DIRECTOR
In synergy with the Board of 
Administration, the General 
Director supervises the 
administrative and accounting 
office. He/ she is in charge of 
managing the student services, 
the university assets and the 
administrative and technical 
staff.

ACADEMIC AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE/
TECHNICAL STAFF

Professors 
and Researchers 	 914

Administrative and 
Technical staff 	 884

Total Number	 1798
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DEPARTMENTS AND FACULTIES
DEPARTMENT OF ARTS AND LITERATURE, 
HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES
Head of the Department: prof Luigi Allegri
13 P.le della Pace, 7/A
Phone number 0039/0521/033508 - 033515

DEPARTMENT OF BIOMEDICAL, 
BIOTECHNOLOGICAL AND 
TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCES – S.BI.BI.T.
Head of the Department: prof Marco Vitale
5  Via Gramsci, 14

Phone number 0039/0521/903038 - 903107

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 
Head of the Department:  prof Maria Careri 
14 Parco Area delle Scienze, 17/A 
Phone number 0039/0521/905416   

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL, ENVIRONMENTAL, 
LAND MANAGEMENT, ENGINEERING AND 
ARCHITECTURE -  DICATEA
Head of the Department: prof Paolo Mignosa 
3  Parco Area delle Scienze, 181/A

Phone number 0039/0521/905954

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS, MODERN 
LANGUAGES, EDUCATION, PHILOSOPHY
Head of the Department: prof Giuseppe Biondi
3  Via M. D’Azeglio, 85 

Phone number 0039/0521/032542

DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL AND 
EXPERIMENTAL MEDICINE 
Head of the Department: prof Antonio Mutti
5  Via Gramsci, 14

Phone number 0039/0521/033333

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
Head of the Department: prof Luca Di Nella 
4  Via J. Kennedy, 6

Phone number 0039/0521/032025 

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD SCIENCE
Head of the Department: prof Arnaldo Dossena 
12 Parco Area delle Scienze, 95/A
Phone number 0039/0521/906356 - 905965

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL 
ENGINEERING 
Head of the Department: prof Rinaldo Garziera 
3  Parco Area delle Scienze, 181/A

Phone number 0039/0521/906542

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION ENGINEERING
Head of the Department: prof Stefano Selleri
3  Parco Area delle Scienze, 181/A

Phone number 0039/0521/903663

DEPARTMENT OF LAW
Head of the Department:
prof Giovanni Bonilini 
1  Via Università, 12

Phone number 0039/0521/904575 
 	
DEPARTMENT OF LIFE SCIENCES
Head of the Department:
prof Nelson Marmiroli 
15 Parco Area delle Scienze, 11/A 
Phone number 0039/0521/905641

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Head of the Department:
prof Adriano Tomassini
20 Parco Area delle Scienze, 53/A
Phone number 0039/0521/906900

DEPARTMENT OF NEUROSCIENCE
Head of the Department: prof Giuseppe Luppino
5  Via Volturno, 39

Phone number 0039/0521/903879

DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACY
Head of the Department: prof Patrizia Santi 
9  Parco Area delle Scienze, 27/A

Phone number 0039/0521/905010 
 	
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS AND EARTH 
SCIENCES “MACEDONIO MELLONI” 
Head of the Department: prof Roberto De Renzi 
16 Parco Area delle Scienze, 7/A
Phone number 0039/0521/905296 - 905323

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
Head of the Department: prof Pierfranco Salcuni
5  Via Gramsci, 14

Phone number 0039/0521/034550

DEPARTMENT OF VETERINARY SCIENCE 
Head of the Department: prof. Attilio Corradi 
6  Via del Taglio, 8

Phone number 0039/0521/033528

FACULTY OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY 
Dean prof Gian Paolo Ceda
5  Via Gramsci, 14

Phone number 0521/033425

 See map at page 45

 See map at page 47
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